LIFE-CHANGING POWER IN THE BOOK OF ACTS

SONS OF SCEVA — AN EXAMPLE OF GOD’S POWER TO DEFEAT THE FORCES OF DARKNESS

Acts 19
A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY OF EPHESUS
AND THE SONS OF SCEVA

The city of Ephesus — Paub ministry in Ephesus wa
marked by mighty works of divine paever, particulaty
of healing and exaism. FF.Bruce eminds us that—
the whole atmosphere of this pasiseigct rehtes to the
reputation whit Ephesus had in antiquity as a eeitt
magical @ctice.Readersof Sha&spearenay emember
the desdption of Ephesus which he puts into the n
of the Syacusan Antipholimshis Comedy of &s(Act |,
Scene i, lines 97ff):

They say this town is full of cozgnag

As, nimble jugglers that deceive ¢he ey
Dark-working sorcerers that change the mind,
Soul-killing witches that deform the body,
Disguised cheatgprating mountebanks,

And many such-like liberties of sin.

Ephesus was the center of worshipArtemis (Diana),
the goddess of értility whose temple was one of the
“seven wonders of the vorld.” It is signilcant to note

that Paul met his audiences at a point of commpn

ground ideologicall in order to lead them on to the
Good News of salvation in Christ.Sq a& Ephesus,

the proclamation of God’'s message of the Gospel was

conlrmed by Gods power of healing, exorcismard
changed lives.

The sons of Sceva — Sevais described as ‘@ewish
high priest” and his sen sons as itinerant evish

exorcists in Ephesus (19:14)A major issue is that
there is no record of a &wish high priest named Sce

Some hege suggested that the nai®ceva'was a Latin
name (Scaeva)—ofteewss caried both Hebew and

Latin namesOthers suggest that that the historica
incident in Acts 19 iseporting a popular tradition—
in the ancientwrld Ewswere often thought to possess
magical pwers and the seen men had assumed the

title of “sons of the high priest” to impress and delude

the superstitious publiclt is very likely the“seven sons”
may hae inverted their distinguished pant and could

claim to know the unutterable name of the God af

the Hebrews &wish exorcists are mentioned in the
Gospelsg(Matthew 12:27; Luke 11:19).
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A HISTORICAL CIRCUMSTANCE OF GOD’S mER TO
DEFEAT THE POWERS OF DARKNESS Ads 19:11-20

God did extraordinary miracles through Paul . ..
vv 11-12

Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits
tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesusay those

who were demon-possessed ...\®&®msons of Sceva,
a Jewish Chief priest, were doing this ... vv 13-14

One day the gil spirit angveredthem ... the man wio
had the evil spirit jumped on them andepowered
them all ... vv. 15-16

When this became known to the Jews and Greeks
living in Ephesus, they were all seized with, &t the
name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor . ..

v.17

Many of those who beli@dnow came and openly
confessed their evil deeds ... vv. 18-19

In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and
grew in power . .. v.20
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ExrposIN ¢ THE DARK SIDE OF THE PARANORMAL

The CREATION of Spirit Beings

5. Biblical Observations of Demonic Contact with

John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:15-17; Genesis 1:31; Psalm 148:1-5; Individuals

1Timotly 4:4; Job 38:7

The ORIGINATION of Evil Spirit Beings
Matthew 25:41; Jude 6; Revelation 12:4

The CHARACTERISTICS of Evil Spirit Beings

Personal Beings:

* Personal pronouns are used to describe evil spirit
beinggLuke 4:33-35, 41; Luke 8:27-30)

« Personal speech is attributed to the demons and gives
evidence of their personalitgMark 1:23-24; Lekd:33-35;
Luke 8:28,30)

* Pemsonal intelligence is demonstrated by the evil spirits
(Mark 1:23-24; Luke 4:34; Luke 8:28)

» Personal emotion is ascribed to the demons
throughout ScripturgLuke 8; James 2:19)

» Personal volition is evident within the demonic
confrontations and paer struggle{Mark 1:27;

Luke 4:35-36; Luke 8:32)

Personal Uniqueness:

* Immortal spirit beings, yet created beingsike 20:36;
Matthew 25:41)

» Invisible spirit beings, yet capable of visible

Revelation 9:7-10, 17; Revelation 16:13-16)
* Immaterial beings, yet capable of inhabiting a human

body(Mark 5:11-16; Luke 8:29; Luke 11:14-26; John 13:27;

Acts 16:16-18)
e Superhuman strengtfiuke 8:29)
Personal Rebellion:
Vaiious terms are used to describe the moral persion
and rebellion of the demonic host:
* Evil(Luke 7:21; Ephesians 6:12)
e Unclean(Matthew 10:1)
» Deceptive(2 Corinthians 11:14)
» Destructive(Matthew 12:43)
» Liars(1Timothy 4:1-2; John 8:44)
» Sensual, greedy, indulgent, corrptPeter 2:10-22)

Biblical lllustrations of Demonic Inhabitations with
Individuals

(1) Matthew 4:24; (2) Matthew 8:16 (Mark 1:32-34;

Luke 4:40-41); (3) Matthew 8:28-33 (Mark 5:1-20;

Luke 8:26-39); (4) Matthew 9:32-33; (5) Matthew 12:22;
(6) Matthew 15:22-28 (Mark 7:24-30); (7) Matthew 17:14-20

(Mark 9:14-29; Luke 9:37-43); (8) Mark 1:23-27 (Luke 4:31-35):

(9) Mark 3:10-11; (10) Mark 16:9 (Luke 8:2);

(11) Luke 6:17-18; (12) Luke 7:21; (13) Luke 11:14-26;
(14) Luke 13:10-17; (15) Acts 5:16; (16) Acts 8:7;

(17) Actdl6:16-18; (18) Acts 19:11-16

e Physcal results of demonic contact may include:
- BlindnesgMatthew 12:22)
- MutenesgMatthew 9:32-33;12:22; Mark 9:17-29;
Luke 11:14-26)
- Deformity (Luke 13:11-17; Acts 8:7)
- SeizuregMatthew 17:15-18; Mark 9:20; Luke 9:39)
- Unusual physical strengfWark 5:3)

« Emotional results of demonic contact may include:
- Emotional/mental instability.uke 8:27-29)
- Change of personalitfMark 5:6-7)
- Suicidal or self-destructive tendenci@ark 5:5;
Mark 9:22; Luke 9:39)
- Other voices from within(Mark 5:9)
- Clairwyance, divination, foretellinfActs 16:16)

e Spiritual results of demonic contact may include:
- Moral/ethical depravityMatthew 8:28-33;
Luke 8:26-39
- Harassment/abusive toward Gosp@icts 13:6-11;
Acts 16:16-18;19:11-16)

6. StrategicT argets of Demonic Activity and Attacks
manifestationgGenesis 3:1; Zechariah 3:1; Matthew 4:9-10; g g y

Satan’s domination through demons:

* Global, international, national, regional, local and
political involvementSatan is called the ruler of this
world (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; 1 John 538)an
and his demons arewmnlvedwith political leaders
(Daniel 10:13; Revelation 16:14; 20:3).

* Religious, cultigdolatrous irvolvenent. Satan and
the demons are described as intiizg “doctrinesof
demons”(1 Timothy 4:1)in!ltrating churches with
“false beligers” and “false apostles” and “false gospel”
(Matthew 13:24-30, 36-44; 2 Corinthians 11:13, 15, 26;
Galatians 1:8)sacri!cing to demons(1 Corintlains 10:20).

e Personal and individual humarvaivenent.
In addition to oppressing, demonizing and posessing,
Satan and his demonic host attack individuals through
“pblinding” one’s mind toward Go Corinthians 4:4);
“lies and deceit'(Genesis 3; John 8:44;Acts 5:3);
“stimulating pride”(1 Timotk 3:6);“divisiveness”
(James 3:13-168)mmorality” (1 Corinthians 7:1-7;
Ephesians 2:2-3; 5:3-20pforgivenesg2 Corintlins 2:11);
“jealousy, prejudicgemptation and enticement to evil”
(Matthew 4:1-11)and “self-destruction{John 8:44;
Matthew 4:6).



