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A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY OF EPHESUS 
AND THE SONS OF SCEVA 

The city of Ephesus – Paul’s ministry in Ephesus was 
marked by mighty works of divine power, particularly 
of healing and exorcism.  F.F. Bruce reminds us that—
the whole atmosphere of this passage, in fact, relates to the 
reputation which Ephesus had in antiquity as a centre of 
magical practice.  Readers of Shakespeare may remember 
the description of Ephesus which he puts into the mouth 
of the Syracusan Antipholus in his Comedy of Errors (Act I, 
Scene ii, lines 97ff):

They say this town is full of cozenage,
As, nimble jugglers that deceive the eye,
Dark-working sorcerers that change the mind,
Soul-killing witches that deform the body,
Disguised cheaters, prating mountebanks,
And many such-like liberties of sin.

Ephesus was the center of worship of Artemis (Diana), 
the goddess of fertility whose temple was one of the 
“seven wonders of the world.”  It is signi! cant to note 
that Paul met his audiences at a point of common 
ground ideologically in order to lead them on to the 
Good News of salvation in Christ.  So, at Ephesus, 
the proclamation of God’s message of the Gospel was 
con! rmed by God’s power of healing, exorcism, and 
changed lives. 

The sons of Sceva – Sceva is described as a “Jewish 
high priest” and his seven sons as itinerant Jewish 
exorcists in Ephesus (19:14).  A major issue is that 
there is no record of a Jewish high priest named Sceva.  
Some have suggested that the name “Sceva” was a Latin 
name (Scaeva)—often Jews carr ied both Hebrew and 
Latin names. Others suggest that that the historical 
incident in Acts 19 is reporting a popular tradition—
in the ancient world Jews were often thought to possess 
magical powers and the seven men had assumed the 
title of “sons of the high priest” to impress and delude 
the superstitious public.  It is very likely the “seven sons” 
may have invented their distinguished parent and could 
claim to know the unutterable name of the God of 
the Hebrews.  Jewish exorcists are mentioned in the 
Gospels (Matthew 12:27; Luke 11:19).
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A HISTORICAL CIRCUMSTANCE OF GOD’S POWER TO
DEFEAT THE POWERS OF DARKNESS  Acts 19:11-20 

God did extraordinary miracles through Paul . . .
 vv. 11-12

Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits 
tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those 
who were demon-possessed … Seven sons of Sceva,
a Jewish Chief priest, were doing this . . . vv. 13-14

One day the evil spirit answered them … the man who 
had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered 
them all … vv. 15-16

When this became known to the Jews and Greeks 
living in Ephesus, they were all seized with fear, and the 
name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor . . . 
 v. 17

Many of those who believed now came and openly 
confessed their evil deeds . . . vv. 18-19

In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and 
grew in power . . . v. 20
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EXPOSIN G THE  DARK  SIDE OF THE  PARANORMAL

1.  The CREATION of Spirit Beings
John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:15-17; Genesis 1:31; Psalm 148:1-5;
1 Timothy 4:4; Job 38:7

2.  The ORIGINATION of Evil Spirit Beings
Matthew 25:41;  Jude 6;  Revelation 12:4

3.  The CHARACTERISTICS of Evil Spirit Beings
  Personal Beings:

Personal pronouns are used to describe evil spirit 
beings (Luke 4:33-35, 41; Luke 8:27-30)
Personal speech is attributed to the demons and gives 
evidence of their personality (Mark 1:23-24; Luke 4:33-35; 
Luke 8:28,30)
Personal intelligence is demonstrated by the evil spirits 
(Mark 1:23-24; Luke 4:34; Luke 8:28)
Personal emotion is ascribed to the demons 
throughout Scripture (Luke 8;  James 2:19)
Personal volition is evident within the demonic 
confrontations and power struggles (Mark 1:27; 
Luke 4:35-36; Luke 8:32)

Personal Uniqueness:
Immortal spirit beings, yet created beings (Luke 20:36; 
Matthew 25:41)
Invisible spirit beings, yet capable of visible 
manifestations (Genesis 3:1; Zechariah 3:1; Matthew 4:9-10; 
Revelation 9:7-10, 17; Revelation 16:13-16)
Immaterial beings, yet capable of inhabiting a human 
body (Mark 5:11-16; Luke 8:29; Luke 11:14-26; John 13:27; 
Acts 16:16-18)
Superhuman strength (Luke 8:29)

Personal Rebellion:
Various terms are used to describe the moral perversion 
and rebellion of the demonic host:

Evil (Luke 7:21; Ephesians 6:12)
Unclean (Matthew 10:1)
Deceptive (2 Corinthians 11:14)
Destructive (Matthew 12:43)
Liars (1 Timothy 4:1-2; John 8:44)
Sensual, greedy, indulgent, corrupt (2 Peter 2:10-22) 

4.  Bibli cal Illustrations of Demonic Inhabitations with 
  Individuals

(1) Matthew 4:24;  (2) Matthew 8:16 (Mark 1:32-34; 
Luke 4:40-41);  (3) Matthew 8:28-33 (Mark 5:1-20; 
Luke 8:26-39); (4) Matthew 9:32-33;  (5) Matthew 12:22;  
(6) Matthew 15:22-28 (Mark 7:24-30);  (7) Matthew 17:14-20 
(Mark 9:14-29; Luke 9:37-43);  (8) Mark 1:23-27 (Luke 4:31-35):  
(9)  Mark 3:10-11;  (10) Mark 16:9 (Luke 8:2);  
(11) Luke 6:17-18;  (12) Luke 7:21;  (13) Luke 11:14-26; 
(14) Luke 13:10-17;  (15) Acts 5:16;  (16) Acts 8:7;  
(17) Acts 16:16-18;  (18)  Acts 19:11-16
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5.  Biblical Observations of Demonic Contact with 
  Individuals

Physical results of demonic contact may include:
  -  Blindness (Matthew 12:22)
  -  Muteness (Matthew 9:32-33; 12:22;  Mark 9:17-29; 
    Luke 11:14-26)
  -  Deformity (Luke 13:11-17;  Acts 8:7)
  -  Seizures (Matthew 17:15-18; Mark 9:20; Luke 9:39) 
  -  Unusual physical strength (Mark 5:3)

Emotional results of demonic contact may include:
-  Emotional/mental instability (Luke 8:27-29)
-  Change of personality (Mark 5:6-7)
-  Suicidal or self-destructive tendencies (Mark 5:5;   
  Mark 9:22; Luke 9:39)
-  Other voices from within (Mark 5:9)
-  Clairvoyance, divination, foretelling (Acts 16:16)

Spiritual results of demonic contact may include:
-  Moral/ethical depravity (Matthew 8:28-33; 
  Luke 8:26-39

 -  Harassment/abusive toward Gospel (Acts 13:6-11; 
   Acts 16:16-18; 19:11-16)

6.  Strategic T argets of Demonic Activity and Attacks
 Satan’s domination through demons:

 Global, international, national, regional, local and  
political involvement.  Satan is called the ruler of this  
world (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; 1 John 5:19).  Satan 
and his demons are involved with political leaders 
(Daniel 10:13; Revelation 16:14; 20:3).

Religious, cultic, idolatrous involvement.  Satan and 
the demons are described as initiating “doctrines of 
demons” (1 Timothy 4:1);  in! ltrating churches with 
“false believers” and “false apostles” and “false gospel” 
(Matthew 13:24-30, 36-44;  2 Corinthians 11:13, 15, 26; 
Galatians 1:8);  “sacri! cing to demons” (1 Corinthians 10:20).

 Personal and individual human involvement.  
In addition to oppressing, demonizing and posessing, 
Satan and his demonic host attack individuals through 
“blinding” one’s mind toward God (2 Corinthians 4:4); 
“lies and deceit” (Genesis 3; John 8:44; Acts 5:3);  
“stimulating pride” (1 Timothy 3:6);  “divisiveness”   
(James 3:13-16);  “immorality”  (1 Corinthians 7:1-7; 
Ephesians 2:2-3;  5:3-20);  “unforgiveness (2 Corinthians 2:11); 
“jealousy, prejudice, temptation and enticement to evil” 
(Matthew 4:1-11);  and “self-destruction” (John 8:44; 
Matthew 4:6). 
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