LIFE-CHANGING POWER IN THE BOOK OF ACTS

LYDIA — AN EXAMPLE OF GOD’S POWER TO DO GREAT THINGS WITH SMALL GIFTS

Acts
A BRIEF PERSONAL HISTORY OF LYDIA

Lydia —“Lydia” maynot have been her given nameHer name
may be an adjectivalofm, “the Lydian voman,” indicating her
origin— since the tavn of Thyatirawas in a section d&sia Minor
called lydia. Ske was the “head of her househdldndicating
that she may ha been a single aman, divorcedor a widow,

since there is no mention of a husbandlydia was a wman
of prominence (Acts 17:4,12)Lydia was Paul'srét convert in

Europe at Philippi.

A dealer in purple cloth

— Her wocation was éseller
of purple @ods.” Thyatira
was noted for its dging
industry and poduction
of purple ded
garments  which ere
highly prized and cosil
Lyda herself specialized i
cloth treated with an
expensive purple de.
The purple dye had to be
gathered drop by drop
from a cettain shell sh It
was extemely costly She
doubtless was théagent”
in Philippi of a localrm in her native city The brief descriptions
imply that she was a sman of some means—gbablya \ery
capable, successful, irghtial and wealthy business woman.

From the city of Thyatira — Thyatirawas vell known for its

dyeing processes (cf. Hom#iad iv141) and it guild of dyers was

knownto be prosperous.Thyatirahad been famedf centuries
for its dyes and an early inscriptiorefersto a “guild of dyers”
in the town. Thyatirawas one of the chuthes mentioned in
Revelation 2-3 (1:11; 2:18-29).

A worshiper of God - This is a common designation for

Jewish poselyte She probablyhad accepted theewish faith in

her natiwe city, for it had a stong &wish population.At Philippi,

she faithfull paticipated in the Sabbath séces at the place of
prayer by the riverside After listening to Paud’ presentation of

the Gospelthe Lord opened her hedrto the truth, she became
a Pbllower of Jsus and was baptized with the members of h
household—may refer to empyeesrelatives or children.

16
A BRIEF PROFILE OF LYDIA’'S RESPONSE AND
EARLY CHURCH IMP ACT

e A Example of the Persuasive and Pervasive Po wer of
the Gospel

On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to {ii6:li8er

One of those listening was a woman named Lydia ... who was
worshiper of God, 16:14 --

The Lord opened her heart to respond, 16:14 —

Lydia and the members of her household weredyaptiz5-

Lydia invited us to her home ... she persugdédlés-

Lydia ... a slave girl ... and the jditet4, 16, 30 —

¢ A Reminder of the Exponential Impact of a
Follower of Jesus

b

Lydia opened her hqri&15, 40 —

Lydia was an inéntial leader in the city and therch of
Philippi, 17:82; Philippians 1:3-6; 4:10-19 —
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SEVEN FUNCTIONS OF BIBLICAL COMMUNITY
A Covenant of S.E.R.V.I.C.E.

IRITUAL FORMATION
As members of a biblical commity,we wil anrually assess ourwn

dewelopment in Christugng the Christian Life Btle. We will then
confesur areas of struggles to one another and set personalg
for our growth in Christ in the year to comeThroughthe year we
will shae our progressand encourage one another monthly in ou
pursuit of Christlikeness.

—

AN GELISM

Each household within the biblical comnity will commit to pry
for at least three households within their neighborhood who need tp
embrace the gspel of dsus ChristAs a biblical community ewill
praytogether monthy for the personal equests of these neighbors.
We will hold one another accountable to prarfully reach out to
these familiesWe desireto see at least one household come to
faith in Christ each year.

PRODUCTION

Each biblical community is open t@lwoming n& members and will he at least one “leader in training’
who is preparing to launch a wegroup as the Lord adds to theirumber. We will seek to eproduce
another group at least once a year.

LUNTEERISM
As members of the biblical community we will commit ourselves to support the greater body of Christ
at our local church through wolverrent in ministries and service opportunities such astig, children,
worshipushers,and geeters.We will celebrate what God is doing in ttgreaterbody of Christ through
a special quartdy gathering.

INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS

As an expression of our desire to share Christ with thend, the biblical community will support at
least one international missionsgpect through increasedvearenesscommitment to praer, ! nancial
contributions, and hands-onvialverrent.

ARE

CThe foundation of Biblical comumity will be our commitment to careof one another This will be
manifestedin practical help for those in difult and crisis situations—hospital or home visitseal
preparation, prger, referral to church and community resources, and the lik

TENDING COMPASSION

En response to the social needs of our comnity,each biblical community will commit to participating as
amilies in at leasblir on-site compassion pjects thioughout the gar. Monthly, the biblical commnity
will select, prepare for, or celebrate their involvement in their compassion project.

These biblical functions are not departments within our church that people pick and chéasieer,they are a
singular relational gathering committed to embrace together all of threrskinctions. This will requirethat the
churchnot develbbp competing activities or functiored the church,but rather allow the small group members to
simplify their church lives by means of this one group.

- Adapted from The Connecting ChyRRdndy Frazee



