LIFE-CHANGING POWER IN THE BOOK OF ACTS

Barnabus — An Example of God’s Power to be Selless
Acts 4,9, 11, 14, & 15
A BRIEF PERSONAL HISTORY OF BARNABUS A BRIEF LIFESTYLE PROFILE OF BARNABUS

Acts 4:36,37 Acts 4,9,11,13,15
A Selless Generosity (4:36-37) —

e Jogph — family name (Joses); a cousin of John Mark
(Colossians 4:10).
¢ A Selless Friend (9:26-27) —

° | . - . - . . - —
e Levite — a Jew by birth of the priestly tribe from which A Seltess Leader (11:19-30;13-14;15:36-41)

some of the minor temple staff were drawn (Luke 10:32;
Jom 1:19); Luke includes Barnabus as one of the apostles
(Acts 14:1-14)Tradition includes Barnabus as one of “the
70" (Luke 10:1).

e Cyprus — family home on the island of Cyprus where
there was a sizeablewish population (Acts 11:19; 13:4); u
Barnabus cuently living in Jerusalem.

i
e Barnabas (Son of Encouragement) — Greek paraklesis —
comfort, son of consolation; Aramaic bar nabya — prophet, i
son of prophecy.
i

e Field — his property may kiabeen on the island of Cyprus,
or in Jerusalem. The ancient law forbidding Levites to own
land (Numbers 18:20; Deuteronomy 10:9) seems to have u
been abandoned (Jeremiah 32:7ff).
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A Synopsis of Biblical Princip  les Concerning
Personal Financial Stewardship

Financial Stewardship is:

A ManagementActivity: (Exodus 25:1-235:4-5,21; A Systematidctivity:(1 Corinthians 16:12%orinthians
36:5-7; Preerbs 11:24-28)atthew 6:19-34; 19:21; Luke 8:10-9:5)

12:33; 1 Timothy 6:6-10,17-19) « God wants our 'hancial contributions to be gan

* God entrusts each of us withriencial ability in with consistency (regular and systematic).
varying proportions. * God promises blessing for a diligent and faithful

» God'sownership of all things allows Him the right  stewadship ministy. The ministry of giving has its
to demand accountability from us. own speci“c rewards.

* God expects us to cultivate anduttiply that which
He has given us to manage. An_Activity of Worshig (Genesis 4:2-%; Chronicles

* Good "nencial stevardship ofers gloy and 29:9,16;2 Comthians 8:1-9,1Fllippians 4:14-19;
thanksgiving to God. Hebrews 13:16)

* Giving is an act of spiritual sawé as paise,
A PriorityActivity: (Rrstfuits - Exodus 23:16,19yiticus prayer,or song. Giving must st begin ly giving

2:12;23:10; levebs 3:9-10; 1 Corinthians 16:2) ourselvego the Lord and then monetaryriancial

e Our giving should be thought ouplanned, and stewardship will be a natural consequence.
prayed for in advance. * When we give as an act of spiritual sacg;'we

* Our giving should beepresentatie of \oluntary promote felowship in the family of God and
“purposeful” gratitude to our Lord. demonstrate a unity of God’s character.

 Our giving should not be casuiahpulsiveof under « Giving is a spiritual sact& and produces eternal

pressure coercion, or guilt. rewards.

A Sacri'tial Activity (Deuteronoyn 12:6;16:10,17,

Mark 12:41-44; Luke 19:1-10; 2 Corinthians 8:3)

* God measures our giving not jusy lwhat we gie,
but by what we keep for ourselves.

* God measues our giving in relation to the amount
of sacri"ce rather than just the contribution.

» Christ sacri'ted His lie because of His i@ for us
therefore, we desire to give sacri“cially in return.

A Proportionate Activity (Preerbs 3:9-10,124-25;

1 Comthians 16:1-@2 orinthians 8:7; 9:6-15; Mark

12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4)

 God wants our giving to be pportionate to
our prosperity. Therefore a gift representing a
particular percent of our income is not the onl
measurefor determining the amount we should
return to Him.

 God wants us to gww in our giving just as &
grow in faithJove ,and knowledge of théVord and

prayer. To limit our giving to a speci percentage - Adaptedrom DrGrdon E. Kirk's Th:Ntesis
over our lifetime would be like limiting our An Examination of the Biblical Principles
prayer ministry, Bible studyfaith, or love to an of Financial Stewardship, 1974

unchangeable amount.



