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LIFE-CHANGING POWER IN THE BOOK OF ACTS
John Mark - An Example of God’s Power of the Second Chance

Acts 12, 13 and 15      

A BRIEF PERSONAL HISTORY
Acts 12&13

John Mark and his family – The name “John” was the 
Hebrew, Yohanan (Yahweh has shown grace) and “Mark” 
is from the Roman/Latin name, Marcus.  John Mark is 
! r st mentioned in connection with his mother, Mary 
(Acts 12:12).  Apparently she was a prominent woman 
in the church in Jerusalem and it was in her house that 
the disciples were praying for Peter when he had been 
imprisoned by Herod. Peter went to her home on his 
release from prison. John Mark’s father is nowhere 
mentioned in Scripture.  John Mark was a cousin of 
Barnabas (Colossians 4:10).

John Mark and his ministry – Because of his promise as 
a leader of the Early Church, John Mark was chosen to 
partner with Paul and Barnabas.  After a disagreement with 
Paul, John Mark partnered with Barnabas. Later, John Mark 
was associated with Peter (1 Peter 5:13)

John Mark and his Gospel – Although the Gospel of Mark 
is anonymous, there is a strong and clear early tradition 
that John Mark was its author and that he was closely 
associated with the Apostle Peter, from whom he obtained 
his information about Jesus.

A BRIEF MINISTRY LEADERSHIP PROFILE
 Acts 13 & 15

Ministry partnership with Paul & Barnabas
Acts 12:25; 13:5

Ministry “break” with Paul & Barnabas
Acts 13:13 

Ministry con" ict with Paul and partnership with Barnabas
Acts 15:36-39
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Ministry “restoration” with Paul
Colossians 4:10; Philemon 24

Ministry presence at Paul’s death
2 Timothy 4:11

Ministry respect by Peter
1 Peter 5:13 

•

•

•



Care-fronting is the key to effective relationships . . .  it ‘s the 
way to communicate with impact and respect, with truth 
and love.

“Speaking the truth in love”... is the way to the mature right 
relationships shown us in Jesus.

“Truthing-it-in-love,” the original phrase Paul chose, sums 
up the caring-confronting way of responding and respecting 
each other by taking the Jesus-way through con" ict.

Care-fronting has a unique view of con" ict.  Con" ict is natural, 
normal, neutral, and sometimes even delightful.  It can turn 
into painful or disastrous ends, but it doesn’t need to.  
Con" ict is neither good nor bad, right nor wrong.  Con" ict 
simply is.  How we view, approach and work through our 
differences does—to a large extent—determine our whole 
life pattern.

If I view con" ict as a ! xed matter of fate, explaining, 
“We just can’t get along—we’re incompatible—we’ll 
never understand each other—that’s all there is to it,” 
then my life pattern will be one of avoiding threat and 
going my own safe, secure, and well-armored way.

If I see con" ct as crushing, “If we clash, I’ll be judged—
I’ll be rejected—our friendship will fall through,” then 
my life pattern will be acting the nice guy, quickly giving 
in to keep things comfortable.

If I view con" ict as an inevitable matter of right and 
wrong, “I owe it to you, to me, to others, to God, to 
defend my truth and show you your error,” my life will 
be rigid, perhaps perfectionistic, and judgmental.

If I see con" ict as natural, neutral, normal, I may be 
able to see the dif! culties we experience as tensions in 
relationships and honest differences in perspective that 
can be worked through by caring about each other 
and each confronting the other with truth expressed 
by love.

— David Augsberger, Caring Enough to Confront
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Con-fronting

STEP 1:  To see the other person as having
worth again, regardless of wrongdoing.

Steps Toward “Care-Fronting” Resolution

Is this forgiveness?
Yes, this is the central work of forgiving.

OPENING THE FUTURE

STEP 5:  To drop the demands for an ironclad 
guarantee of future behavior and open the future

to choice, to spontaneity, to the freedom to fall again.

Is this forgiveness?
No, it is the prerequisite love.

Is this then forgiveness?
No,  it the requisite ! rst step.

STEP 2:   To see the other person as equally
precious again, in spite of pain felt

VALUING

LOVING

Is this forgiveness?  
No, this is coming to terms with reality.

No, it the reality that undergirds it.

STEP 3:  To cancel demands on the past, recognizing 
that changing the unchangeable is impossible.

CANCELLING DEMANDS

Is this forgiveness?
Yes, forgiving is now being done.

TRUSTING NOW

STEP 4:  To work through the anger and pain felt 
by both in reciprocal trusting and risking until 

genuineness  in intention is perceived and 
repentance is seen by both to be authentic.

And this?  This is the
bonding, celebrating.

CELEBRATING LOVE

STEP 6:  To touch each other deeply, to feel moved
in warmth, love, compassion, to celebrate it 
in mutual recognition that right relationships

have been achieved.

— David Augsberger, Caring Enough to Forgive


