LIFE-CHANGING POWER IN THE BOOK OF ACTS

Stephen — An Example of God’s Power to Stand during Opposition
< Acts 6-8

Stephen — An lllustration of God’s P ower to
Stand During Opposition
Adts 6:8-8:3

The Opposition against Stephen -- arguments,
bogus accusations, false witnesses, exaggerati
and misrepresentation —

Acts 6:8-14

God’s Pwer within Stephen — power, presence
historical reality, Scriptur, truth-challenge
confrontation —

AcCts 6:15-7:53

The clash of “the opposition” and “God’s per”
to stand —

Acts 7:54-8:3

Historical Consequences of Stephen’s Coura ge
to Stand During Opposition

Immediate persecution, spread of the Gospel, a
growth of the Church —

Theological reolution within the Early Church —

Saul’s coversion and Paul’s leadership within the

Early Church —
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Contemporary Circumstances of the
Courage of Church Leaders to Stand During
Opposition

The Persecuted Church —

Personal EncouragementTo Stand

Courageous During Opposition
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STEPHEN -- A BRIEF PERSONAL HISTORY
Acts 6-8

Stephen — His name comes from the ®ek termstephanoseaning cown or reward. All that
is known of Stephen iscordedin Acts 6:5-8:2. History indicates he was a Greek-speakieg J
(Hellenist).No account is given of his caersion. Accordingto tradition, Siephen had been one
of the seventy.

A Servant-Leader — Stephen is selected by the Early Church leaders to be one of the Irst
seen “deacons’(6:1,2) who were to attend to the social welfare of the Hellenistiwidh

Christian widows (6:5). Stephen and the others chosen were administratively responsible to
see that the work was done.

A Courageous Leader — Stephen is described as a man full of God’s Spirit, faith,,grace
wisdom, and pwer. Sephen did not hesitate to preach his understanding of grace and truth
through Jesus Christ as it related to the temple and the.Lide realized that true worship of
God is not con!ned to theTermple or a geographical location. He also preached the transitory
nature of the Lw. Stephen was accused of blasphemy because of his radicavalutionary
statements concerning thiemple, the Lawand worship.

The !rst martyr of the Earlarly Church —
Stephen was stoned for bbhemy (Lev 24:16).
Stephen’s death resulted
from a spontaneous and
uncontrollable hostility anc
rage rather than from

due legal process, even
though there was a
semblance of legal
process—testimony of
witnesses before the
Sanhedrin (elders and
scribes, 6:12) and

manner of execution

— stoned outside the

city by the witnesses .
against him (7:58; Lev 24:
Deut 17:5-7). The Roman:
did not allow the Sanhedri
to exact the death penalty.




